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In this engrossing work, Jon Van Dyke describes and analyzes in detail the complex cultural and

legal history of Hawai'i's Crown Lands. He argues that these lands must be examined as a separate

entity and their unique status recognized. Government Lands were created to provide for the needs

of the general population; Crown Lands were part of the personal domain of Kamehameha III and

evolved into a resource designed to support the mo'i, who in turn supported the Native Hawaiian

people. The question of who owns Hawai'i's Crown Lands today is of singular importance for Native

Hawaiians in their quest for recognition and sovereignty, and this volume will become a primary

resource on a fundamental issue underlying Native Hawaiian birthrights.
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Aloha all,This book serves as an in depth research project taken on by highly regarded intellectual

scholars. I found it to be very informative historically. It saddened my heart to read about how the

foreigners methodically ceased the islands and decimated the Hawaiian population. This book is

excellent and may hold the answers we need as we move towards sovereignty. Read

on.......EXCELLENT BOOK!!!

A very thoughtful scholarly work, which provides a view of the dark underbelly of the late 19th

century U.S. congress.
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